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The Up By Roots Workshop on June 5th in Brattleboro was a 
great success.  The day long event was attended by 80 indi-
viduals from the New England area from various professional 
fields including Nurseryman, Landscape Architects and De-
signers, Arborists and Municipal and State Employees.  The 
day consisted of a morning lecture given by Jim Urban stress-
ing the importance of soil structure and health, while the af-
ternoon consisted of 4 smaller group workshops involving 
hands on approaches to soil analysis,  nursey stock selection, 
and tree health assessment.  The final lecture dealt with stat-
egies to create viable tree environments in urban settings.  It 
was a thouroughly engaging day that left you with a strong 
appreciation for trees and renewed dedication to ensuring 
that trees reach their full maturity in order to benefit the 
places we live.

The workshop was held in conjunction with the International 
Society of Arboriculture, New England Chapter of the Inter-
national Society of Arboriculture, Vermont Urban and Com-
munity Forestry Program, VTASLA and GreenWorks Vermont.

UP BY ROOTS:  Healthy Soils and Trees in the Built Environment Workshop 
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visit us at:
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MEMBER PROFILE: ANN MILOVSOROFF, FASLA                                                                            
My story starts in Vermont, 
in Rice’s Mills - near Thetford 
Center - and then in Nor-
wich.  My early memories 
are of looking across the val-
ley to the surrounding hills, 
and the distant, distinctive 
shape of Smart’s Mountain 
in New Hampshire.  The 
space of the valley, the roll-
ing forms of the hills, the 
colors and textures of their 
woods, the long views, and 
at one’s feet the variety of 

interesting plants, (especially wild strawberries) on a rock-
ledged, hill pasture browsed by neighbor’s cows, all were a 
constant pleasure.  One’s earliest landscapes can deeply influ-
ence perceptions in adult life.

My father as an artist was certainly also a strong influence - a 
puppeteer who pushed the art form far into areas of imagina-
tive sculpture, music and storytelling.

In college I tried a variety of majors - at Oberlin and Indiana 
University at Bloomington - eventually settling into com-
parative literature.  Then, while living in Newfoundland for 
a number of years I began to help friends with design and 
landscape construction ideas for their properties, teaming 
with a local landscape contractor on an ad hoc basis for many 
residential projects and some major institutional ones includ-
ing construction supervision for landscapes for the CN Hotel, 
a new Federal Taxation Centre, and the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Centre in St. John’s.  These projects influenced me to 
go beyond the correspondence courses in landscape design 
from University of Guelph that I had been doing, and three 
years later I graduated from their MLA program.  

I worked with Sheridan Nurseries in Ontario, as manager for 
a landscape installations project for a 350 home subdivision. 
This involved meeting with each family to work out their 
preferences and placement within the developer’s required 
program of trees and shrubs being supplied and installed 
by Sheridan’s.  When the project was completed I became a 
member of the Sheridan landscape department.

A friend challenged me to apply for an advertised landscape 
architect position at Royal Botanical Gardens in Hamilton, 
Ontario.  To my surprise and delight I was hired, and this be-
came the most densely informative time of my professional 

life. The job involved working with the variety of staff on 
a wide range of projects involving design and construc-
tion supervision for the 300 acres of collections and dis-
play gardens, and visitor access and trail system design for 
the 2,400 acres of natural areas (including the Grindstone 
Marshes boardwalk), also sculpture siting, RBG’s show gar-
dens for Toronto’s Canada Blooms spring show, and co-
design for planning, wayfinding and interpretation. Every 
project involved a team of different staff members - the 
horticulturists, the taxonomist, gardeners, environmental 
scientists and natural lands managers, and the interpreta-
tion specialist.  My job was to take their particular knowl-
edge and incorporate it into a definitively RBG experience 
for the public.  

During this period I served in a variety of positions on the 
executive boards of the Ontario Association of Landscape 
Architects, the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects, 
and the American Society of Landscape Architects - thor-

           

 

 

 

Redi-Scapes walls combine the timeless beauty of  
natural stone with the structural benefits of  

architectural concrete. The result being  
a natural looking hand set wall system with  

engineered capabilities. 

www.carrollconcrete.com Exclusive Redi-Scapes 
Producer in Vermont 



3

JULY 2012

oughly enjoying the experiences and the camaraderie.  I 
was also able to attend and give sessions at the annual 
meetings of ASLA, CSLA, and AABGA and found them to be 
very good value.

When a Conservative government took office in 2003 fund-
ing to the province’s cultural institutions was reduced dras-
tically and a number of staff, including me, were cut.  I de-
cided to move back to Vermont, because growing up here 
makes the place a vital part of your psyche.  

Although we had skied Mansfield a couple of times a win-
ter during my young years I had never seen the Champlain 
area, and I think it is even lovelier than the Connecticut River 
valley.  It is a graceful landscape with space and variety.  The 
shapes of the Greens to the east, the Lake, and the stacked 
ranges of the Adirondacks; the colors and textures of the 
hillside forests changing through the seasons, inspire what I 
feel is important in designed landscapes.  The natural forms 
and life of a site combined with carefully considered, par-
ticular, and real human needs, should make a balance that 
yields that grace rather than ‘making a statement’.  Genius 
loci. And every locus has one.

I have had a variety of interesting work here - always pre-
occupied with natural form, plants, botany and horticulture 
- and am thoroughly enjoying my association with the VT 
ASLA.  

Ann Milovsoroff
FASLA, FCSLA, OALA Emeritus 

A very big THANK YOU! to Ann for being this months Mem-
ber Profile.  Ann is currently the Chair of the Public Relations 
Committee.  

We are currently accepting nominations for the following posi-

tions on the VT ASLA Executive Board: President Elect, Secretary, 

and Member-at-Large and Trustee.  

* President Elect (3 year term)

 - Aiding the president when needed

 - Presiding in the president’s absence or when called 

upon by the president

 - Representing the president at his/her request

 - Assuming the presidency in case of resignation, etc., 

until the post is filled according to the chapter’s by-

laws

 - Participate in CPC meetings at National ASLA

* Secretary (2 year term)

 - Keep the records of the Chapter including election 

results, Executive Board meeting minutes, chapter 

constitution and bylaws

 - Act as a liaison between the other members of the 

Executive Board

 - Maintain and update chapter’s roster of  

membership

 - Create bimonthly newsletter and email announce-

ments to Chapter membership

* Trustee (3 year term)

 - To express the perceptions and needs of the local 

membership as the official delegate of the chapter.

 - to represent the profession at large in formulating 

the policy of the Society. A trustee must be capable 

of understanding and reflecting both spheres of in-

terest.

* Member-At-Large (2 year term)

 - Act as chair or lead liaison for special assignments, 

activities, research, and/or committees as may be 

determined by the Chapter President and/or the Ex-

ecutive Committee

 - Become more active in Chapter duties an respon-

sibilities after term is complete, i.e. taking on other 

leadership roles within the Chapter.

Nominations can be self-made.  Any interested persons in the 

above positions should contact  Adam Portz at aportz@segroup.

com.  It’s a great time to get involved in the future of Landscape 

Architecture in Vermont!

VTASLA CALL FOR NOMINATIONS                          ANN MILOVSOROFF, FASLA   CONT’D                          
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President:  Adam Portz   802.862.0098     aportz@segroup.com
Past President:  Kathleen Ryan  802.863.4091     KR.LA@burlingtontelecom.net
President Elect:  Paula Green  802.885.2720  b.green@vermontel.net
Trustee:   Stephen Plunkard      802.226.7157       stephen.plunkard@stantec.com 
Secretary:   Lisa Boege      607.437.0790     boegelisa@gmail.com
Treasurer:   Scott Wunderle      802.875.1311       scott@terrigenous.com
Member at Large:   Paul Simon    617.905.0467    parkarchitecture@gmail.com

VTASLA EXECUTIVE BOARD                                                                                   
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