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James Urban, FASLA, will present principles from his book, 
Up By Roots: Healthy Soils and Trees in the Built Environment, 
in a one-day, hands-on workshop. This event is designed to 
introduce key concepts used in site assessment and give 
attendees experience performing basic soil analyses. “Up 
By Roots” will focus on site assessment and plant selection 
and has applications in site development, landscape de-
sign, tree protection, and plant health care.

Urban brings his book to life, giving attendees the tools 
they need to assess a site’s soil quality and make recom-
mendations for soil improvement if needed.  In this book 
Mr. Urban documents how and why trees succeed and fail 
in the urban environment. 

While most of us understand that trees add value (fiscally, 
environmentally, aesthetically and psychologically), many 
of us do not know how to help urban trees grow large and 
live long. Mr. Urban begins by overviewing the factors that 
contribute to tree health or decline and then presents 10 
design principles that help to incorporate these concepts 
into practice.  

Some examples of Urban’s principles that he may elabo-
rate on is that tree biology and physics are inseparable.  “A 
tree’s potential for growth is controlled by the most lim-
iting factor.” Six of the seven potentially limiting factors 
relate to soils and the root package.  “A single tree in an 
easy place can have a greater impact than a row of declin-
ing trees in difficult places.”  Tree size and health is directly 
proportionate to soil volume.  No matter how big a caliper 
of tree you start with, or how good you maintenance, or 
even how high of quality the topsoil is, a tree cannot grow 
larger than the available soil volume will allow.  Design for 
maintenance.  A larger soil volume is one way in which to 
overcome low maintenance.

This interesting and informative workshop will be held on 
Tuesday, June 5, 2012 at the Brattleboro Retreat, Brattle-
boro, Vermont from 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM.  The registration 
deadline is May 18th.  Registration  information can be 
found at http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.
aspx?EventID=1079766.  

UP BY ROOTS:  Healthy Soils and Trees in the Built Environment Workshop 

VTASLA Members will receive a $50 reimbursement spon-
sored by VTASLA.

The workshop is being held in conjunction with the In-
ternational Society of Arboriculture, New England Chap-
ter of the International Society of Arboriculture, Vermont 
Urban and Community Forestry Program, VTASLA and 
GreenWorks Vermont.

For questions or assistance regarding the Up By Roots 
Workshops, please email conferencereg@isa-arbor.com.  
Each workshop will be worth 7 ISA CEU’s and 7 LA CES 
credits.

We hope to see you there.
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CREATIVITY TOOK THE CAKE ON 4.26.12      article taken from LAND  E-News from ASLA  

visit us at:
www.vtasla.org

Once again, landscape architects, students, and assorted col-
leagues gathered in cities across the country to introduce the 
public to the landscape architecture profession…and had 
some fun along the way. The national celebration of Frederick 
Law Olmsted’s birthday on April 26 was the latest public-aware-
ness push coordinated across ASLA chapters.

Nevadans drew Complete 
Streets in chalk, which were 
featured on the news by the 
local CBS affiliate.  Students 
at Cornell drew attention to 
landscape architecture with 
a forced-perspective guerrilla 
installation on their campus. 
An image of their work spread 
through social networks. 

In Philadelphia, Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter spoke to a crowd 
about the profession in a downtown park.

Landscape architects rallied in front of the Capitol in Sacramen-
to, California.  University of Arizona students invited the public 
for coffee and a cake modeled on New York City’s Central Park.

And the locals in Rochester, New York, snacked on cupcakes 
made to look like the landscape architecture campaign logo.

“We had horrible weather in 
Rochester, but that didn’t keep 
the crowds away,” says organiz-
er Sue Steel, ASLA. “Apparently 
people will do just about any-
thing for free cupcakes.”

Volunteers handed out maga-
zines from Burlington, Ver-
mont, to Honolulu. Bike and 
walking tours sprang up in Mi-
ami, Seattle, and San Diego to 

take people on a ride through their environment as designed 
by landscape architects. In fact, San Diego’s walking tours re-
ceived saturation news coverage. You’ll still find chalk scrolls in 
Rosie the Riveter Park in Richmond, California. Kentucky plant-
ed trees in honor of Frederick Law Olmsted’s birthday. And at 
the Philadelphia event, organizers constructed a contour mod-
el of the founder of American landscape architecture—as his 
birthday cake.

So far, 67 domestic events have been posted to the national 
map, but dozens of others remain to be reported, three in the 
nation’s capital alone. New Zealanders even joined in hosting 
a design competition in Auckland.

After the campaign’s launch on 08.17.11, the push for pub-
lic awareness of landscape architecture incorporated themes 
of transportation, green infrastructure, and, most recently, 
public health with this mega-celebration of Olmsted’s birth-
day. This September, the campaign’s 48 chapter organizers 
will once again convene to make the next big push—his-
toric preservation—by rededicating parks and public spaces 

across the country. This time, public officials will play a role, 
with members of Congress and even more mayors and politi-
cal representatives taking part.

It’s always the right time to step out for public awareness. 
Make an event happen in your area. 

Download resources and keep abreast of the campaign at 
asla.org/campaign or on the Facebook page at facebook.
com/theunderstory. 

Central Park Cake
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MONTH (APRIL) IN VERMONT                                                                           

Nadene Parzych, Boston
800.430.6206 x1325  |  269.337.1375 fax
nadenep@landscapeforms.com

LEO
Innovative LED Lighting for 
Creating a Sense of Place

Designed by  
John Rizzi/Clanton & Associates, Inc.

DESIGN: About Landscape Architecture
Landscape architecture translates as the design of 

almost anything under the sky. Think of iconic places 

like New York City’s Central Park and the FDR Memorial 

in Washington, D.C. But also consider your downtown 

square, your local park, or even your own backyard. 

Green roofs, urban farms, corporate campuses—all 

define landscape architecture. 

Landscape architecture covers a huge spectrum, 

perhaps best understood by the profession’s mantra: 

achieving a balance between the built and natural 

environments. It requires a multidisciplinary approach 

involving environmental science, art, ecology, and 

much more, leading to extraordinary results: restoring 

endangered wetlands, reducing hospital stays, 

securing government and other buildings, removing 

toxins from rainwater. These aren’t pie in the sky. It’s what 

landscape architects are designing right now.

DESIGNERS: About Landscape Architects
Landscape architects typically hold a bachelor’s 

or master’s degree in landscape architecture, 

covering a broad spectrum of design, science, 

and technical know-how. Topics include site design, 

historic preservation, planning, grading and drainage, 

horticulture, and even subjects like psychology.  

All 50 states require landscape architects to earn a 

license to practice. This not only involves earning a 

university degree, but usually several years of work 

experience, passing of a rigorous exam, and taking 

continuing education courses. 

It’s easy to confuse landscape architects with 

other landscape professionals, but the difference is 

straightforward. Landscape architects design, often 

working with landscaping or other construction 

companies to install those designs. Think of the 

fashion designer imagining an outfit while a clothing 

manufacturer makes the apparel, or an artist 

designing a wall poster that’s printed by another 

company. Landscape architects and contractors are 

complementary but highly distinct professions. 

New York City’s Highline Photo: Iwan Baan

Here are just a few of the  
project types covered by 
landscape architecture:

School and college campuses

Corporate and commercial grounds 

Public gardens and arboreta

Historic preservation and restoration

Hotels, resorts, golf courses

Hospital and other facility sites

Interior landscapes

Land planning

Landscape art and earth sculpture

Monument grounds

Parks and recreation

Land reclamation and rehabilitation

Residential sites 

Security design

Streetscapes and public spaces

Therapeutic gardens

Transportation corridors and facilities

Urban and suburban design

Water resources Learn more at asla.org/design and vtasla.org

As you know, April was Landscape Architecture month.  VTAS-
LA used this opportunity to reach out to the community in an 
effort to educate and inspire people about the profession of 
Landscape Architecture.  Various ways we did this were:

•	 Underwriting with 
VPR the entire month 
of April.  We hope you 
heard it.

•	 The Chapter distrib-
uted NLAM posters 
to all higher educa-
tion institutions in 
Vermont, specifically 
involved with design, 
art, architecture, sus-
tainability, natural 
resources, and the 
environment

•	 VTASLA hosted a display table on the Church Street Mar-
ketplace on 4.26.12.  We gave out copies of Landscape 
Architecture Magazine, and had some colorful conversa-
tions!

•	 Other participation included job shadowing and guest 
critics at UVM and VTC.

A special thanks to those that volunteered!  It was a big suc-
cess.   

Adam Portz talks to passersby of all ages.  

Terry Krinsky, Adam Portz and Jon Olin on Church 
Street on 4.26.12

VTASLA / ASLA handout and poster.

Colorful conversation on Church Street.  photos courtesy of Ann Milovsoroff, FASLA 
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We will soon be accepting nominations for the following posi-

tions on the VT ASLA Executive Board: President Elect, Secretary, 

and Member-at-Large and Trustee.  

* President Elect (3 year term)

 - Aiding the president when needed

 - Presiding in the president’s absence or when called 

upon by the president

 - Representing the president at his/her request

 - Assuming the presidency in case of resignation, 

etc., until the post is filled according to the chap-

ter’s bylaws

 - Participate in CPC meetings at National ASLA

* Secretary (2 year term)

 - Keep the records of the Chapter including election 

results, Executive Board meeting minutes, chapter 

constitution and bylaws

 - Act as a liaison between the other members of the 

Executive Board

 - Maintain and update chapter’s roster of  

membership

 - Create bimonthly newsletter and email announce-

ments to Chapter membership

* Trustee (3 year term)

 - To express the perceptions and needs of the local 

membership as the official delegate of the chapter.

 - to represent the profession at large in formulating 

the policy of the Society. A trustee must be capable 

of understanding and reflecting both spheres of in-

terest.

* Member-At-Large (2 year term)

 - Act as chair or lead liaison for special assignments, 

activities, research, and/or committees as may be 

determined by the Chapter President and/or the 

Executive Committee

 - Become more active in Chapter duties an respon-

sibilities after term is complete, i.e. taking on other 

leadership roles within the Chapter.

Nominations can be self-made.  Any interested persons in the 

above positions should contact  Adam Portz at aportz@segroup.

com

VTASLA CALL FOR NOMINATIONS                          

           

 

 

 

Redi-Scapes walls combine the timeless beauty of  
natural stone with the structural benefits of  

architectural concrete. The result being  
a natural looking hand set wall system with  

engineered capabilities. 

www.carrollconcrete.com Exclusive Redi-Scapes 
Producer in Vermont 

Annelid Environmental Services PLLC, along with Middlebury Col-

lege and the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, will 

be sponsoring this collaborative meeting on Friday, June 1, 2012, 

at 220 McCardell Bicentennial Hall at Middlebury College, Middle-

bury, Vermont. 

The event will begin at 9:00am.  The focus is on issues related to 

managing the clay-rich soils of the Champlain Valley. It will address 

the challenges and concerns faced in the everyday work of land 

managers, conservationists, planners, conservation organizations, 

wastewater designers, landscape architects, and engineers in the 

region.

The high-clay soils of northern Rutland, Addison, Chittenden, 

Grand Isle, and Franklin counties pose many challenges to devel-

opment, and they are difficult to manage for agronomic purposes. 

Slow infiltration rates severely hamper septic system suitability.  

The soils are hard to till, are slow to dry out, and are highly erodible 

even on gentle slopes.

The agenda includes sessions on the geological origin of the 

Champlain Valley clay soils, the ecology of the Champlain Valley 

clay plain, the mineralogy and chemistry of clay particles, as well 

as discussions on agricultural management

considerations of clay soils.  A panel of scientists, engineers, and 

regulators will be fielding audience questions regarding envi-

ronmental and engineering issues, and the physical andchemi-

cal properties of these soils.  The afternoon session will include a 

discussion of current NRCS soil mapping and field demonstrations 

of soil color analysis, soil pit reviews, and soil-water interactions, 

including an Amoozemeter demonstration (an instrument used to 

measure soil permeability).

To register, go to: 

www.middlebury.edu/academics/geol/clay_symposium

For more information, contact: Sheri B. Young

Annelid Environmental Services, Orwell, VT 05760

E-mail: sbyoung@annelidenvironmental.com

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY CLAY SOILS SYMPOSIUM                                      
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A recent article in the Burlington Free Press titled “Maintenance not 

part of plan when Vermont plants roadside trees” (April 8) raises 

several important points relative to the planning and design of the 

state road network and related infrastructure. The purpose of my 

letter is to raise awareness of a profession that is marginalized and 

misunderstood; that of landscape architects. I believe the state, 

specifically the Agency of Transportation, could benefit from the 

inclusion and collaboration with the profession.

Transportation corridors and facilities are major components of 

Vermont’s landscape and public realm. On behalf of the Vermont 

Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects, I believe 

that integrating comprehensive transportation planning with nat-

ural systems analysis and land use planning is essential for creating 

livable communities in sustainable environments. The alignment, 

scale, and character of our thoroughfares play an integral role in 

determining urban form, development patterns, and a sense of 

place. We support the design, construction, and management of 

streets and highways that enhance interconnected transportation 

options, particularly for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and 

people with disabilities. All multi-modal transportation systems 

should be safe, efficient, convenient, and beautiful; understanding 

that this approach requires a multi-disciplinary team and should 

include landscape architects.

With the recent executive order from Gov. Shumlin for “green 

stormwater infrastructure” and the state’s legislative acceptance of 

Complete Streets, it is clear that landscape architects should be at 

the table of transportation planning and design — as these two 

topics are being led by landscape architects across the country. 

Our profession also strongly advocates for several important fed-

eral transportation initiatives including the Surface Transportation 

Law, Transportation Enhancements, Complete Streets and the Safe 

Routes to Schools program. In addition, our knowledge and train-

ing relative to successful infrastructure for green infrastructure, 

tree planting, and long term maintenance brings great value to the 

success of projects — long term. However, this value is best served 

throughout the design and planning process, not merely added on 

at the end.

Landscape architecture is a licensed profession in the state of Ver-

mont, with skills that lend themselves particularly well for trans-

portation planning and design. I encourage you to collaborate 

with our profession and allow landscape architects to contribute 

to the planning and design of Vermont’s future. We bring tremen-

dous value and perspective to projects and care for the long term 

success.

ON PARTNERSHIPS: MARGINALIZED AND MISUNDERSTOOD       by Adam Portz, ASLA                                                   

This letter appeared in The Burlington Free Press on April 30th, 

2012 in the Opinion Section.  For a link to this article on line please 

go to: http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20120501/

OPINION05/120430013/1006/OPINION/On-partnerships-Margin-

alized-misunderstood-

If you are on Facebook, “Like” this article or re post it on your page!

345 Middle Road, PO Box 49, Melvin Village, NH 03850
P 603-544-3053   F 603-544-6161

www.cwagroup.net

CWA LIGHTING GROUP, LLC
Representing Quality Outdoor Lighting

Beachside • Carmanah • Cree-BetaLED
HK Lighting • Hunza • Q-Tran • Tokistar • Zaneen

Rick Weeks
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President:  Adam Portz   802.862.0098     aportz@segroup.com
Past President:  Kathleen Ryan  802.863.4091     KR.LA@burlingtontelecom.net
President Elect:  Paula Green  802.885.2720  b.green@vermontel.net
Trustee:   Stephen Plunkard      802.226.7157       stephen.plunkard@stantec.com 
Secretary:   Lisa Boege      607.437.0790     boegelisa@gmail.com
Treasurer:   Scott Wunderle      802.875.1311       scott@terrigenous.com
Member at Large:   Paul Simon    617.905.0467    parkarchitecture@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS                                  
May 24

Doug Reed, ASLA/ Donald Sherefkin Presentation and Tour 

(AIAVT Event)  Bennington College - Bennington

June 1
Champlain Valley Clay Soils Symposium
Bicentennial Hall, Middlebury College -Middlebury 

June 5

Up By Roots: Healthy Soils and Trees in the Built Environment 

Workshop with James Urban

Brattleboro Retreat -BrattleboroVTASLA EXECUTIVE BOARD                                                                                   

www.americaspremierpaver.com
 800.334.8689

Good for you...Good for the environment!

When installed in a permeable pavement system 
our permeable clay pavers allow rainwater to 

filter through and dissipate into the soil 
rather than carry excess pollutants into 

storm drains and waterways.

earth friendly...naturally green


