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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

VT CHAPTER BULLETIN

VTASLA   
P.O. Box 1844   
Burlington, VT  05402

Chapter volunteers gathered 
at the Statehouse in Montpe-
lier on February 9th to host 
the VT ASLA Advocacy Day.  
Our message was loud and 
clear; thank you for instituting 
licensure for landscape archi-
tects and we look forward to 
working with you to keep Ver-
mont on the path towards im-
proved transportation, livable 
communities, green infra-
structure, protected heritage, 
and sustainable design.

With a new and improved booth display, updated handouts 
recognizing the work of Vermont Landscape Architects, fresh 
off the shelf LAMs, and a team of dedicated volunteers – we 
again made strides at educating the public and legislators 
on the profession of landscape architecture.   We were also 
fortunate to be introduced on the floor and recognized by 
many legislators.  Small steps make for a long journey!

On behalf of the Chapter, thanks to all who contributed proj-
ect images, contacted their legislators through the advocacy 
network, and of course – volunteered.  We could not do it 
without your help.

 Sincerely,

Adam  M. Portz
Chapter President, VT ASLA

ADVOCACY DAY A SUCCESS!                                                                                                

Talking with Legislators and and Representatives
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UPDATE FROM THE VERMONT URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY COUNCIL

visit us at:
www.vtasla.org

The Vermont Urban and Community Forestry Council continues to 

advocate for and address issues and opportunities associated with 

community and urban forestry throughout the state. The Vermont 

Chapter of the ASLA has a delegate and the Vermont Chapter’s rep-

resentative is David Raphael, who is now on the Executive Commit-

tee of the Council.

In recent meetings the Council has discussed sustainable landscap-

ing and the interplay of Vermont’s urban and natural forestlands 

with climate change. We have begun a discussion of the impacts 

of tropical storm Irene and the lessons learned with regard to the 

role of the forest cover, streambank stabilization and the vegetat-

ed landscape in resisting storm and flood damage and destruc-

tion. Also on the table is a discussion of how the merger of Green 

Mountain Power (GMP) and Central Vermont Public Service (CVPS) 

will affect the Forestry Department of CVPS and its effective role in 

safely and appropriately managing the over 8000 miles of transmis-

sion corridors the utility controls. The merger will add another 3000 

miles from GMP’s jurisdiction. There are concerns that the resources 

and capabilities of the CVPS Forestry Department will be substan-

tially diminished with the merger.

At the November meeting of the Council at Middlebury College a 

presentation by Tim Parsons, College Horticulturist, highlighted the 

fact that the campus has become the first “Tree Campus USA” in Ver-

mont. Tim described the various efforts and initiatives under way 

at the college and discussed the mapping project which locates 

every tree on campus and provides qualities and characteristics for 

each. He also highlighted student involvement in managing and 

celebrating the campus landscape.

The Council and the Urban and Community Forestry program man-

aged by the Department of Forests Parks and Recreation will con-

tinue to work on key initiatives related to community and urban 

forestry. While funding has been cut for Arbor Day programs, the 

Council and the UCF Program intends to continue to provide sup-

port. Other activities have included the cosponsoring (with ASLA in 

some instances) of technical workshops such as the excellent one 

held in Rutland last June featuring Urban Tree Planting and pre-

sented by Professors Nina Bassuk and Peter Trowbridge of Cornell 

University. Noted landscape architect and urban tree expert James 

Urban will be the presenter for this year’s workshop to be held June 

1st in Brattleboro. It is interesting to note that the Vermont Tree Se-

lection Guide has been reissued, in a new format and is available on 

line and in hard copy. The Guide has a fresh design, an easy to use 

format and updated listings and guidance.

The Council also began the process of planning for the update 

of the 5 year Action Plan for the Urban and Community Forestry 

Program, a document that guides the policies and activities of the 

Vermont Department of Forests Park and Recreation in collabo-

ration with the University of Vermont Cooperative Extension Pro-

gram. The 4 goals set forth in the Plan are 1) Public Awareness; 2) 

Technical Assistance; 3) Resource Management, and 4) Planning 

and Policy. 

For more information on the Council, the Urban and Community 

Forestry Program, and to download a copy of the Vermont Tree 

Selection Guide, go to the website at 

http://www.vtfpr.org/urban/for_urbcomm.cfm.

A big thanks to David Raphael, ASLA, Principal, LandWorks

(davidr@landworksvt.com) for submitting this update.

           

 

 

 

Redi-Scapes walls combine the timeless beauty of  
natural stone with the structural benefits of  

architectural concrete. The result being  
a natural looking hand set wall system with  

engineered capabilities. 

www.carrollconcrete.com Exclusive Redi-Scapes 
Producer in Vermont 

Nadene Parzych, Boston
800.430.6206 x1325  |  269.337.1375 fax
nadenep@landscapeforms.com

LEO
Innovative LED Lighting for 
Creating a Sense of Place

Designed by  
John Rizzi/Clanton & Associates, Inc.
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MEMBER PROFILE: GREG DE VRIES                                                                             

Where are you from?

I grew up in Grand Rapids, on the west side of the “mitt” near Lake 

Michigan, but I’ve spent a lot of time south of the border between 

then and moving up to Vermont.

How long in Vermont?

I have been in Vermont for either two years or eight years depending 

on how you look at it.  Eight years ago, I had just finished a yearlong 

visitor use project with the Ministry of Natural Resources of Belize.  

Looking for work back in the states, I met Patricia O’Donnell FASLA 

of Heritage Landscapes at a conference in Louisiana and came up 

to Vermont for an interview.  After several good years, the tropics 

beckoned again and I spent two years at Craig-Collins International, 

a design/build firm specializing in eco resorts and agricultural de-

velopment in the Caribbean.  Two years ago, I headed back north to 

apply new skills at Heritage Landscapes.  At the rate things are going 

(think Tropical Storm Irene and this balmy winter) it won’t be long 

before we can experiment with mangos and mahogany, too!

What brought you to landscape architecture?

A friend suggested that I check out landscape architecture when I 

was looking for a field that fit my interests.  It did!  I came to land-

scape architecture with a keen interest in how people make a home 

from the natural world.  I enjoyed learning how the breadth of the 

field can touch on every aspect of life.  Landscape architecture ap-

plies art to real problem solving.  It finds some facet of culture in 

every environment, and vice versa.  In the end, I came to study land-

scape architecture because I wanted to do something that I thought 

was “useful,” physically creative, and related to diversity in society 

and nature.  (By the way, the friend who introduced me to the field 

became a registered LA… and now works as a financial analyst for 

General Motors…)

Education in the field?

With undergrad concentrations in Spanish, archaeology, environ-

mental studies, and international development, I had the opportu-

nity to study abroad various times during college (Calvin College).  

That background informed my first round of graduate studies in 

cultural anthropology (U.Florida) where I focused on the ways peo-

ple rebuilt their lives after Hurricane Mitch hit the Miskito Coast of 

Honduras.  That fascinating but brutal fieldwork experience led me 

to think that I wanted to learn a more technical trade and apply 

what I already knew in a different way.  So, after deciding against 

civil engineering, I looked for a program that would balance my 

social science background with natural sciences, and went back 

to graduate school for landscape architecture (U.Michigan, School 

of Natural Resources and Environment).  The program was great.  I 

worked on an interdisciplinary group masters project that studied 

ways to improve resource conservation and sustainable develop-

ment in Belize. Many loans, scholarships, and teaching positions 

later… I graduated.  And the masters project actually did help the 

Belizean organizations we worked with and led to my first job, 

working for the Government of Belize after graduation.

What is your focus in the field of Landscape Architecture?

Planning and design for the stewardship of places that are impor-

tant (or should be) for their cultural or natural heritage.  (It is more 

than the preservation of historic landscapes.)  This is exactly what 

Heritage Landscapes does, so I feel my job is a good fit.

What is your design process?

My design process starts with understanding both the place and 

the scope of the project in order to first target the right approach to 

analysis and the necessary resources, team members, etc.  Under-

standing the place is a choreographed dance between the past and 

the present.  There are many aspects of a project (environmental, 

cultural, economic, political, etc.) that can be considered on a con-

tinuum through time in order to reveal the complexity of issues to 

be resolved and find the right solutions.  The goal is always a win-

win-win-win solution where the legacy and needs of the place, cli-

ent, community, and landscape architect are all satisfied in a given 

project.

Favorite color? Why?

Greenish blue. I love being in, on, or under water. 

Favorite sport/activity?

I like to do most anything.  This winter it seems like I’ve been brew-

ing beer and bowling more than I have been snowshoeing, snow-

boarding, and back country skiing.  I intentionally gave up the 

ultimate frisbee indoor winter league after last year’s lingering in-

juries…

Greg and Erin De Vries on the water
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Favorite Plant material?

Sassafrass… and it’s not because the polymorphic leaves look 

like Michigan.

If you could be an animal, what would you be?

That’s a hard one… otter, dog, alligator, jaguar, dolphin, mon-

key? Probably not a fish, bird, or other branch of Animalia.

Favorite tool in your job?

X-Acto knife.  You can’t erase, ESC, undo, ctrl+z, or delete the pro-

cedures you use it for.

Inspiration?

Everywhere. I just need to sit still long enough.

Inspirational designer?

Designers I find inspiring tend to be very stealthy in integrating 

functional uses into naturalistic settings.  In these cases, every-

thing looks like it “always was” so that contrasting elements really 

do stand out and are reserved for special meanings.  Throughout 

history there have been so many beautiful cultural expressions 

of this.  For a contemporary example, I find that the work of Ray-

mond Jungles, FASLA, does a great job of this using the colors 

and textures of tropical plants within the spatial complexity of 

geological frames.

What inspires you about Vermont?

I am constantly inspired by other people who are inspired by 

Vermont.  The pervasive desire of people who live here to cel-

ebrate, honor, enhance, and enjoy this place is inspiring to me.

Thank you Greg for taking the time to answer our questions!

Good Stuff. 

www.americaspremierpaver.com
 800.334.8689

Good for you...Good for the environment!

When installed in a permeable pavement system 
our permeable clay pavers allow rainwater to 

filter through and dissipate into the soil 
rather than carry excess pollutants into 

storm drains and waterways.

earth friendly...naturally green

Why is membership in ASLA so important?  That’s easy. I have been 

a continuous member since 1980. I have been a member as an em-

ployee, a firm owner and now as a leader in a large national firm.  

While my roles in the profession have changed over the past 32 

years my commitment to ASLA has not. ASLA is the only organiza-

tion that is looking after our interests on a statewide, national and 

international basis. By participating in the organization you are 

able to be at the forefront of what is new and exciting in the indus-

try, you are able to develop an incredible network for job, team-

ing and learning opportunities. If you choose to get involved at the 

Chapter level on the Board of Directors you are eligible to represent 

the Chapter with a stipend to travel to the national meetings and 

the mid-year meeting in Washington DC. In every firm I have been 

associated with I have made sure that membership in ASLA is paid 

for by the firm, and the payback to the firm and the employees have 

been beyond measure.  Participation in ASLA is not an expense. It 

is an investment in your profession, your firm’s success and your 

career.  If you are already a member challenge you colleagues to 

join, if you are new to the profession do everything you can to par-

ticipate, and if you are a principal or firm owner help your staff be-

come more proactive in the profession. 32 years and counting with 

no regrets!

Stephen Plunkard, FASLA

Vermont ASLA Chapter Trustee 

Stephen Plunkard is also on the Editorial Review Board of LAM.  

He’d be happy to relay your comments and opinions to the LAM 

Editors at the next meeting.  You can contact Stephen at stephen.

plunkard@stantec.com

THOUGHTS ON ASLA MEMBERSHIP                                      
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President:  Adam Portz   802.862.0098     aportz@segroup.com
Past President:  Kathleen Ryan  802.863.4091     KR.LA@burlingtontelecom.net
President Elect:  Paula Green  802.885.2720  b.green@vermontel.net
Trustee:   Stephen Plunkard      802.886.2261       stephen.plunkard@stantec.com 
Secretary:   Lisa Boege      607.437.0790     boegelisa@gmail.com
Treasurer:   Scott Wunderle      802.875.1311       scott@terrigenous.com
Member at Large:   Paul Simon    617.905.0467    parkarchitecture@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS                                

March 2
VT ASLA Annual Ski Day
Stowe Mountain Resort
Trapp Family Lodge
Stowe VTASLA EXECUTIVE BOARD                                                                                   

345 Middle Road, PO Box 49, Melvin Village, NH 03850
P 603-544-3053   F 603-544-6161

www.cwagroup.net

CWA LIGHTING GROUP, LLC
Representing Quality Outdoor Lighting

Beachside • Carmanah • Cree-BetaLED
HK Lighting • Hunza • Q-Tran • Tokistar • Zaneen

Rick Weeks


